


I began V for Vendetta

in the summer of 1981, during a working holiday upon the Isle
of Wight. My youngest daughter, Amber, was a few months old.
I finished it in the late winter of 1988, after a gap in publishing
of nearly five years from the discontinuation of England's
Warrior Magazine, its initial home. Amber is now seven. I don't
know why I mentioned that. It's just one of those unremarkable
facts that strike you suddenly, with unexpected force, so that
you have to go and sit down.

Along with Marvelman (now Miracleman), V for Vendetta
represents my first attempt at a continuing series, begun at the
outset of my career. For this reason, amongst others, there are
things that ring oddly in earlier episodes when judged in the
light of the strip’s later development. I trust you'll bear with us
during any initial clumsiness, and share our opinion that it was
for the best to show the early episodes unrevised, warts and all,
rather than go back and eradicate all trace of youthful creative
inexperience.

There is also a certain amount of political inexperience upon
my part evident in these early episodes. Back in 1981 the term
“"nuclear winter" had not passed into common currency, and
although my guess about climatic upheaval came pretty close to
the eventual truth of the situation, the fact remains that the
story to hand suggests that a nuclear war, even a limited one,
might be survivable. To the best of my current knowledge, this
is not the case.

Naiveté can also be detected in my supposition that it would
take something as melodramatic as a near-miss nuclear conflict
to nudge England towards fascism. Although in fairness to
myself and David, there were no better or more accurate
predictions of our country's future available in comic form at
that time. The simple fact that much of the historical back-
ground of the story precedes from a predicted Conservative
defeat in the 1982 General Election should tell you how reliable
we were in our role as Cassandras.

It's 1988 now. Margaret Thatcher is entering her third term of
office and talking confidently of an unbroken Conservative
leadership well into the next century. My youngest daughter is
seven and the tabloid press are circulating the idea of concen-
tration camps for persons with AIDS. The new riot police wear
black visors, as do their horses, and their vans have rotating
video cameras mounted on top. The government has expressed
a desire to eradicate homosexuality, even as an abstract concept,
and one can only speculate as to which minority will be the
next legislated against. I'm thinking of taking my family
and getting out of this country soon, sometime over the next
couple of years. It's cold and it's mean-spirited and I don't like
it here anymore.

Goodnight England. Goodnight Home Service and V for
Victory.

Hello the Voice of Fate and V for Vendetta.

Alan Moore
Northampton, March 1988

v FOR VENDETTA 1 Published monthly by DC Comics Inc. 666 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y.
10103, © 1988 DC Comics Inc. Al Rights Reserved. The stories, characters and ncidents
mentioned in this magazine are entirly fictional. All characters featured in this issue and the
distinctive likenesses thereof are trademarks of DC Comics Inc. V FOR VENDETTA. Book 1
Chapters 1-4 first published 1982 in the United Kingdom by Quality Communications Limited.
DC Comics Inc. A Warner Communications Company. Printed in Canada.
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VFORVENDETTA

THE PEOPLE OF LONDON ARE
ADYISED THAT THE.
£

 TION OF BOTH £GG!
/‘ AND POTHTOES,
<

TWENTY

PEOPLE EIGHT

OF THEM WOMEN,
ARE CURRENTLY IN
DETENTION AWATTING TRIAL.




IN A SPEECH TODAY MR. MRNARSLWENT N ToSAY D
ADRIAN KAREL, PARTY AT 8 ThE DTy O

MAN IN THIS COUNTRY
TO SEIZE THE INATIVE
AND MAKE BRITAIN
GREAT AGAIN. i

WAS WEARING
A SUT OF PEACHSILA ~
CREATED SPECIALLY FORTHE
OCCASION BY
ROYAL COLTURIER.

AND THAT IS oF L o P __AND THE TARGET DATE
ST o isadlh\ FOR THE CONCLUSION OF
e e e > THE DEPTFORD MARSH-
FINAL DATE FOR THE COM~ THE CEPTRRD (48!
S Eoons - THIS IS THE VONCE OF FATE

" Chapler Or

THE VILLA



(.IVEGOTATOB
N MUNITIONS BUT THE
EY 15 YOUKNOW, IT ISNT

BECAUSE IF YOU OO YOU YOU KNOW THE ¥ oo coox PLeAse,
WOULDN'T HAVE PICKED LAWS ON 220 MISTER, T WS MY
AVICE DET & SRST FME I'L DO ANY:

“THE MULTIPLYING

VILLAINIES OF NATURE

DO SWARM HPON
M-







| GOT' HIS AR, WHAT,
SHALLI DO WITH HiS.

THE
HELL AAPRENED?!
HE JUST CAME OUT OF
AND,

AOHHERE T
WHAT THE HELL ARA%NEDY |

MOVE S0mST
KILLED ARANA

YOu_YOU @ESCED UA.. YBAH. BUT WHAT WERE
® YOU DOHAG AROUND

UKE

ME' UKE INASTORY. - 7
| DONT BELIEVEIT. conmay MTHE | | | DIONT THR MR

AT NIGHT EXCEPT YOU
KNOW.




WHY THE GUN-
POWDER TREASON..

BT THAT. THAT'S
AGAINST THE LAW” oD THE RUMBLE OF THE EXALOSION KIS
NOT YET DIED AWAY A4S FROV FAR
BELOW COMES THE RTTTLE OF
7.

AND ALL OHER LONDON WINDOWS ARE THROWA/
IOPEN AND FHCES LIT WITH AWE AND WONDER
G

FREAORKS,

1718 PRECISECY £ OZAM
17 BEGINS 70 RIN.







7743 SIX- TIITY W THE

PHONE SURVEILLANCE INDICATES
PROPORTION OF THE,

| WILL HEAR YOLIR

WEVE FOLND THE DEVICE PRO:
BABLY USED ™0 LAUNCH THE
FIREWORKS AN

Changs Ny T




You WiLL BE ‘ YOUR INCOUPETENCE nAs CosT us AND You m.owso
[ 042 OESTSWBOL OF THEM TO DO IT. | WaNT

A4 EXCUSE ME
FOR A MOMENT,
LEWS...

WEELL, A7 WANTS
- sAvir e s

Wiz uNDErrAKEN
ATNGHT TO 4 M y
TR

T




GOOD MORNING, LONDON.
e & VL OEATE
IDCASTING ON 275 AND,
285 METRES N THE
MEDIUM WAVE,

WM WHAT ARE
o SAYING ABOUT

72 DOESN'T THINK
WE SHOLLD MENTION

E FREWORAS? THE FIREWORKS. IF ANY:
ONE

LISTEN TO LEWS. I5N'T
HE MARVELLOUS? F FATE.

L A VOICE (T WOULD
SOLND JuS7 LIKE THAT. IF ONLY
PEOPLE AAEAW WHAT A
GOOD JUB HE'S DOING.

DONT BE S7Z/ 7L DASCOMBE.

THE WHOLE (D& | THAT PEOPLE

WOoULD YDU’ BIG MAN LIKE
THAT, COLLECTING DOLLS. HE'S
SENS/77V2E YOU SEE. YOU

CAN TELL BY HIS 1O/CE,

YOURE
A DEGEMERUE
DASCOMBE

HA HA HA HA HA!




ALRIGHT,
LEWIS... FROM
THE TOP

T/ | MeaN, | avow
YU MUST HAVE HAD

REFSON FOR BLINDFALDING
ME WHEN YOU BROUGHT ME HERE,
BUT COULDN'T YOU JUST TELL M
WHERE WE 4R%7 ARE WE STILL
IN condon?

WE ARE IN Tt
SHADOW GALLERY
THIS 18 MY AOME.

THe ALaC THE SONG 1S CALLED DANCING I THE
AT | YOU STRLETS * 5 BEING SUNG BY
MUST THINK I REALLY HERTHA AN THE HANDELL AS,
STUPID.. ALL IVE EVER | 8 H4PS T
S\ AR I8 THE MLITARY HOTOM'& FANILIAR TO YOU?
STUFE THEY PLAY ON
THE @4D/0

oaviousLY
NOT HARDLY
SURPRSING, |
SUPROSE. AFTER




THEY ERADICATED SOHE No. WELL HA

LL HAVE To
CULTURE S KORE TR TRETAN. NO Wit weem 50
THAN THEY s, BeACK, ABOUT THAT.

JusT
I MASTER'S YOKE,
EYERY HOUR.ON THE HOLR.

WELL BLOCKED, TED! CANT
HAVE THE CARRIAGE FULL

MYSELF, IYE ALWAYS
Wuxsmg e / BEEN A LADIES MAN.
TALES | COULD TELL YOU
WHEN |

crizen pogs

NOT GVE A MONKEY'S

ABOUT DOL APPRE ABOUT /AS IN ADEN.

ciaTion, ] |REMEMBER ONCE, PORKY |

TELL Y/ | COLLECTED A APPLERY AND MYSELF

DOLLS, GEORGE” NET THesE THo
N ELS.




JESUS
CHRST! WHAT
THE HELL'S THAT?.

IT COULD HAVE BEEN

PAGS CAUGHT ON
A FENCE OR SOVE-
THING, | SUPPOSE.

AY// WKATS
HAPPENED TO
THE LIGHTS?

L i rns
' WE SAVS..




HMMPH. SHOULDN'T
ER!

BACK ON IN AMINUTE,
YOU'LL SEE.

AND 50 THE ELDE:
9 sAs wm







SO LET'S JUST HEAR 1T
ONCE MORE IN YOLIR OWN WORDS.
THE TRAIN ENTERED THE TUNNEL.
ANOTHEN WHAT?

W-WELL, | MEAN, (T'S DIFFICULT TO
Say. 17 . oo
DION"

PENED SO QUICK,

| DIDN'T ACTUALLY

HEAR ANYTHING... JUST
SORT OF CALGHT SOMETHING
MOVING OUT THE CORNER OF
ME EYE. AND BY THEN T WAS
LL OVER, WANNIT 7

COULD YOu BIVE US A

DescRIETION OF YouR
TTACKER? HEIGHT, DRESS.

SAATHING IKE THAT?

WELL,IT WAS JUST SORT
OF SLACK. KNOW WHAT |
MEAN? JUST THIS 8/6
BLACK $WP2E COMIN' AT
ME FROM THE SIDE-WINDOW|

AND CAME TO AN HOUR
LATER WHEN THE SECURITY
FORCE ARRIVED ON THE
SCENE. | SEE.

WELL | THINK THAT'S ABOUT

/7. MR. BISHOP. THE OFFICER
WILL TAKE YOUR ADDRESS IN
CASE W
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TROLIBLE.

e

AND IT HAD A £ACE, 1 8EE. AND 7424/ WHAT NO. | MEAN, THAT
OWLY NOTA £€0RER HAPPENED? DID IT /7 YOU,  WAS THE FUNNY BIT.
PACE, SEET AN IT WAS 574 /u‘ YOU IN ANY WAY? 7 JugT soRT OF

TOLCHED M

l\l an 5 ME NEck.

WELL, MR FINCH, WHAT DO YU
THINK 18 IT THE SAME BLOKE
WHO DID THE PARLIAMENT
BOMBING, OR WHAT?

NI

BECAUSE IF T'§ AO7, THEN

THERE MUST BE 7W0 OF
o™

AND THATS A POS-
SIBILITY D RATHER NOT

CONSIDER WITHOUT A BTIFF
DRINK TO HAND.

0 T0 CONTACT YOu.

ttering: Steve Craddock



E NEITHER. MRFINCH, . YOURS RIGHT. DOMINIC. 0€ KNOCK OuT
“Nﬁ'{ EXACTLY ARE e A THIRTEEN STONE TRAIN DRIVER BY TOLCH-
YAETH ING M LIHTLY ON THE NBCK. VOPHAL
5748 CoRACTERY CANT DO THINGS LIKE THAT,

IN FACT, | DON'T THINK. q
17’8 GOING T0O FAR T0 $AY
THAT MOST” NORMAL PEOPLE
HAVE NEVER BVEN Covsores
BLOWING LIP THE HOUSES

UT BOARDING MOVING
TRAINS 1S LIKE SOMETHING.
T oF

OUT OF THE /CTuRES.
AORMAL PEOPLE CAN'T
DO THINGS LIKE THAT.

IF M 0 A NO, IR, EVERYTHING'S AS WE FOUND IT
‘,u?’l e WHEN WE GOT THE TRAIN OUT OF THE TUNNEL.
L

ANYTHING BEeN
TOUCHED IN HERE? A

GeT OTHER THAN THAT, JUST T
o PAOTOORA o oawo | | suac stus, oust e Casgace
LET ME HAVE SomE 2aar | | FOR DRSS GET A A97K REPORT,
SCRAPINGS FOR ANA-

IN FACT, I'VE GOT A NASTY
SUSPICION THAT WHO -

. EVeR 01D TuaT 1D 1 o 8 GO,
N ViTH THEIR AGERS. REMEMBER.

renes Rl s
PEOH T THE

£ ok
76 TEL 48 SOMETING.
WHAT DO YOU MA ALTHOUGH FRANKLY |
OF 745 MR.FINCH? 2087 1T,




A ROSE. A “V/OLET AND LNLESS WE FIND
CARSO/
T

BLOWING LP THE
o

OUR FRIEND IN THE MASK
HAS GOT QUITE A TH/AG
ABOUT THE LETTER
WOULON'T YOU 8AY 7

THE SHADOW GALLERY.




I- M SORRY. YOU < . LT —
STARTLED ME. o oy

I DIDN'T HEAR

YOU COME IN...

NOBODY EVER
DOES. YOU'VE
BEEN CRV/NG.

| WAS SCARED
YOU WOULDN'T
COME BACK.

AAAPENNG ANYMORE.



LAST NIGHT... THOSE MEN.

| DON'T 4vE
A NAME. YU

o | oY
EVEN KNOW WHAT
SO0k Ao

MY NAME IS | S84 THaRES NOTUNG
N0BOY & LERYBODY. wal | 7072 M ONLY S/X-

EVEY... BVEY 2 P e
AAMMOND. ) 01 TEA  avENT SOWE
o ANYTHING.

EVERYBODY HAS THEIR

S70@y TO TELL. EVEN

SUEY HAMMOND. | SHOULD SIXTEEN. THEN
Y MUCH LIKE TO HEAR 7 YOU WERE BORN

£V MAMMONDS 370y INIPBI7

Y-YES. IN SEPTEMBER. WE JUST ME AND MUM AND DAD.
USED TO LIVE ON SHOOTER S IDIDN'T WAVE ANY BROTHERS
ITH LONDON. IT WAS OR SISTERS... DAD SAID HE
NICE THERE. I-I'VE GOT A PHOTO- - COULON'T AFFORD ANY MORE
3, 0474 17 30U WhT T0 988 KIDS.

THIS WAS DURING
THE RECESSION
OF THE EIGHTIES




YEAN...| DON'T RE-
“OF COURSE | DO. | WAS ONLY SEVEN BUT | RE-
MEMBER WHEN THE NEWS CAME OVER THE RADIO.
DAD KEPT TELLING MUM NOT TO WORRY. HE WAS
$CARED O OBATH... 1T WAS ASOUT 0L
AND THE 2887 WASN'T IT7 AND PRESIDENT
KENNSDY 40 ' 588 THE BOMB £ THEN DIONT
GET OUT, THAT'S WHAT DAD TOLD ME.

HE SAID THAT THE
ONLY BLECTION PRO-
MISE THAT THEY KEPT
WAS GETTING RID OF
ecaw

sk
M/SS/iES THAT W
SirIoneD OVER NERE.

IT WAS HORRIBLE. NOBODY KNEW IF BRITAIN WOULD
GET BOMBED OR NOT. | REMEMBER MUM SAYING F4#/095
NOT THEGE ANYMORE ! THAT'S ALL SHE SAID. 3T SUTAN DO OST SoMBED.
NOT THAT IT MADE MUCH /<74
£AcE AL THE Bomss and ‘THNgs
OONS SOMETHING To THS HWes-
e SO S5

¥ THOUGHT ABOUIT ALL THE LIONS T
AND ELEPHANTS BEING DEAD. IT Roow. . oo i WAITED 70 Show
MADE ME CAY. | WAS ONLY SEVEN, US SOMETH

WE COULD SEE RIGHT ACROSS LONDON “MUM WOULDN'T 80. JUST AS WELL, | SUPPOSE.
FROM THE BEOROOM WINDOW. IT WAS L & IT TURNED OUT THAT THE COUNTRYSIDE WAS WORSE|
.o THAN THE TOWNS.

FRRRER HAD BUR

THE SKY WAS ALL YELLOW AND BLACK. I'VE THE WEATHER HAD DESTROYED ALL
NEVER SEEN A SKY LIKE IT. DAD SAID LONDON| THE CROPS, SEE7 AND THERE Wi
WAS EINISHED, HE WANTED T0 TAKE MUl FOOD COMING FROM BUROPS, BECAUSE
IND ME 7O THE COLN EUROPE HAD GONE. LIKE AFRICA.




“1 YHMT LK! "D YNIIK ABOUT THE NI\T FOUR YEARS, “THERE WERE £/07, AND PEOPLE Vﬂaﬂ/ﬁ,
N NOBODY KNEW WHAT WAS GOING ON. €\
i AR 04T e Wi WAS WAITING FOR THE GOVERNMENT T0 DO

“BUT THERE WASN'T
“THERE WAS NO FOOD. AND THE SEWERS WERS =
£Lo00ED AN EVERYBODY 3T $cK. MM DIED
IN 1991, DAD WOULDN'T LET ME SEE

T WAS ALL THE FASCIST GROUPS, THE RIGHT- WINGERS.

*THEY SOON GOT THINGS LINOSR CONTS
THEY'D ALL GOT TOGETHER WITH SOME OF THE %4 coe-

THEY STARTED TAKING PEOPLE AWRN... AL TH6 SLACK
, QRATIONS THAT 4R SLRVIVED. AORSESRE T PEOPLE AND THE PAKISTANI
CALLED THEMSELY o

“| REMEMBER WHEN THEY
MARCHED INTO LONDON.
iy 10 A MA6 WiTH THew
SYMBOL ON.

WAS CHEERING. 7 THOLGHT
THEY WIRE SCARY.

“THEY MADE ME GO AND WORK
“DAD HAD BEEN N A 80C- IAPIETORY WiTH A LOT OF
WE WERE PUTTING,
umuu INTO BOXES.
-

THAT'S WHAT | WAS
GOING T0 DO, LAST

*{LIVED IN A HOSTEL. I
COLD AND OIRTY AN | 08T
4 V1T WAS MY BIRTHDAY. | 1WA TWELVE. USED TO CRY ALL THE TIME. |
| NEVER SAW HIM AGAIN. S WANTED MY DAD." ey owe




HUSH, CHILD, HUSH. (T'$ THEY MADE YOU INTO Rd | JusT 7eusT Me, evey. ano

OVER NOW.
YOL'RE SAFE. THE PAST CAN'T HURT @ V/27/44, BVEY. THEY
YOU ANY IOT UNLESS YOU
~

MAPLENEDT

. AND WHAT AM |
DOING WEARING
THIS UN1FORM?,

ey LONG LAST HER
N/GHTMRRE /8 OVER...







NOYEMBER THE SEVENTH. (99T | SEE_THEN WE

CANT DoNT

THE LEADER AND MR FAICH. ASSLIME THAT ““CODE -

NAME V"' wiL|

L
HAVE LIKE A CON

VENT

IONAL TERRORIST

FOR THE LISUAL
CONCESSIONS

HE'S CERTANLY
GETTNG IT ISN'T HE, MR
FINCH? HES BLOWN LP THE
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT,
DISPATCHED FIVE OF MK. Moo
ALMOND'S FINGER-
it

EN.

BROADCASTS AS SCHED~
WLED, OLR (RED:
IBILITY WiLL SUFFER

COULDN'T MR DASCOMBE
ARRANCE A STAND- N
FOR' PROTHERO , LEADER?

N THE YOCE AND (T JUST
WON'T BE THE SAME.

| SEE. FROM A PROPA- INDEED
GANDA ANGLE WEVE Fi
BEEN PUT IN A BIT OF
A SPOT,_HAVENT
WE?

SPEAK WITH
FATE.

ERE
ARE MANY PROBLEMS
TO CONSIDER. | WISH TO,

00, MR.

Lettering: jenny O’'Connor



YOURE A KIND PERSON. %
LISTENING TO ME TELLING Y
MY Y,

THE SHADOW CALLERY & OH... LiH.. NOTHING. |
EHEY 73

M A FUNNY -
PERSON, EYEY. WHAT
YOULL EIND i ARE YOU GOING TO
HEN DO, V2 THE WORLD I8
SO 8IG AND HORRIBLE
AND THERE'S JUST
YOLL..ANO ME, | SUPPOSE.

L
VEY. T R
INTRANCE T CVERTTHING,
GRAND ILLUSION.

g T
ng%b(,"
wevye Forgorren &0 7"
THE DRAMA OF IT ALL,

YOU SEE. THEY ABANDONED »

WORLD WITHERED IN THE
GLARE OF THE NLCLEAR
s, FOOTLIGHTS.

A
EVEY! ISNT T STRANGE
HOW LIFE TLIRNS INTO
MELODRAMA?

YMGONGTO "0
«7 REMIND THEM.ABOLT V%
MELODRAMA. ABOLIT THE
TUPENNY RUSH AND THE
PENNY DREADFLIL.YOU SEE,
EVEY, ALL THE WORLD'SA &

STAGE, AND EVERY- L
HING ELBE. 3
N N> . A G
M CONG T w00 BT
Yo, H

A

BRING THE
__HOUSE DOWN,

THE SHADOW GALLERY
LEWS PROTHERD:




'VE GOT T!
| SLIPPOSE YOU THINK NRONE AN
ALL THIS 18 BLOODY FLUNNY
ALL THIS RESETTLEMENT
CAMP MALARKEY ALL

THIS PUTTING ME N
UNIFORM.

UNIFORM AL
BR.AMED PEESSED

Nete G \AN o
MANDER ﬂza'nERO

TOLR OF NSPECTION |
NOW. YD
YARD AWATING YOLR
REMEMBER. | INSPECTION.

You
SIMPLY HAD TO
ALK PROM




WERE ALL SAFELY LOCKED AWAY
e,k WORK

W
AT

ADMRABLE
CONCERN, COMMAND -
ER., YET IT'§ DEUCED
ODD, SN'T IT? HOW YOU

W SO MuCH
CONCERN FOR PORCE-
CAIN AND PLASTC...

TUST ALONG

HERE. THIS 15 WHERE

YOU KEPT THE ONES WHOD

TAKEN IN YOUIR

SCENTISTS. EXPERIMENTS,

| BELIEVE THEY LSED
© THEM.

MEDCAL ComPOND

HEM.

us .
DON'T YO a "
LINDERSTAND? Ly TWO, ROOM THREE.




ROOM FIVE 7RSE.JT
ROOM FIE i

THEY KEPT.
d . "

NO. THAT WAS You,

WASN'T T2 YOURE

YOURE THE
MAN,

THE MAN FROM
ROOM FIVE

REMEMBER YOU A _MAN OF MANY
TALENTS, EH,
COMMANDER'

THE OVENS,
SOMMANDER.
OF COLRSE, THERE WAS | N YO LSED TO
P THAT OTHER LITTL WORK THE
AT OTHER LITTLE K THE

JOB YOU LSED 70 00|



HELLO, SERGEANT?
YES, THE 1S GOPDARD,
AT THE FRONT. COULD




IF Youve <OME ™

OH, DN
e

&aGER OLV
€ FOUND HM

WE FOUN
RS.
TONIGHT'S BROADCAST
ROGER, OLD Bov'

WHAT'S LE}
OF HiM

85 THE SAME.

SUCH A SMALL THIMG

GOoD EYEN \u G T é4

vl EAS) SmALOW %

ROADCASTIG ON. TLRE 708 WHATEVER T

5 AND 285 IN Sk
UM WAVE

wnEE\-S
o, W' e foko
HM AL RIGHT.
o( AT LEAST.
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